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in clear manner a careful and readable summary of general 
principles. 

The rights, privileges and immunities of citizens are enumer- 
ated at length, the decisions which establish and define them 
•being cited in formidable numbers in the notes. However their 
full discussion could not fairly be expected in a book such as 
the present volume, since the result would be to carry the 
author too far afield and obscure the main purpose and subject 
matter of the discussion. 

Like almost all the books printed by this publishing house, 
this volume is to be commended for the very excellent form 
in which the author's material is offered to the reader. 

H. W. B. 



The Law of Torts. By Francis M. Burdick, Dwight Pro- 
fessor of Law in Columbia University School of Law. 
Albany : Banks & Co. 1905. Pp. Ixxx, 501. 

Professor Burdick's book on Torts presents an admirable 
treatise within comparatively brief compass. Its purpose is 
to state concisely the rules of law on this subject and to 
expound the reasons for these rules as set forth in tiie deci- 
sions. Authorities are, of course, carefully cited, but consistent 
effort has been made to have the citations in point and decisive, 
and to avoid cumbering the book and anno5ring the reader with 
cases only remotely bearing upon the matter under discussion. 

The classification is not novel, save that in the chapter of 
the book entitled " Harms that are not Torts," the principles 
which excuse or justify acts otherwise tortious are discussed; 
and in the treatment of particular torts the author avoids the 
order observed by some modern writers and makes his classi- 
fication depend not on the motive, intent or state of mind of 
the wrong doer, but upon the sort of harm inflicted. He 
considers first the torts directed principally against the person 
of the victim, then those aimed at property and lastly those 
which are invasions of both personal and property rights. 

Modern developments in tort law are carefully treated and 
special reference may be made in this connection to the dis- 
cussion of "Unfair Competition" and to certain portions of 
the law of Negligence, particularly the section devoted to the 
" Lia'bility of Land Owner or Occupier, and of Others Engaged 
in Extra Hazardous Undertakings." The influence of Rylands 
V. Fletcher is traced in its own and aUied classes of cases, and 
the present state of the law is clearly set forth. 

We might have expected, perhaps, to find some treatnient of 
the Right of Privacy. In view of the comparatively recent 
growth of this branch of the law and the apparent propriety 
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of including the violation of this right within the somewhat 
uncertain definition of a tort it is strange that the author has 
entirely ignored it, especially when we find so excellent and sug- 
gestive a discussion of the nature of a tort as appears in Chap- 
ters I and II, particularly in connection with the comments on 
Rich V. New York, etc., Ry., 87 N. Y. 382. 

Without attempting to treat the history or the theory of the 
law of torts exhaustively, the author has presented with re- 
markable brevity and accuracy the legal principles involved in 
modern tort litigation, and his book will, we believe, find very 
general and cordial acceptance. 

H. W. B. 



Cases on Torts. By Francis M. Burdick, Dwight Profes- 
sor of Law in Columbia University School of Law. Third 
Edition. Albany : Banks & Co. 1905. Pp xii, 1000. 

This volume has been prepared by Professor Burdick and 
the cases selected and arranged for the use of law students in 
connection with his treatise on the Law of Torts. The divi- 
sions of the subject follow the classification of the text book 
both in the general outline of the work, and in the subdivisions 
of the same. 

The success of this collection of cases is attested by those 
who have used it, and this ^hird edition shows a careful selec- 
tion of recent cases for addition to those formerly included, 
thus insuring the continuance of its valuable character as a 
body of cases illustrating the essential principles of tort law. 

It may be doubted whether the " case system " can be utilized 
to best advantage when the collection of decisions is parallelled 
by a treatise analyzing the subject. Though the student finds 
the subject adequately expounded in such a text book, he is 
unlikely to secure the discipline and the resulting thorough- 
ness of comprehension which results from an independent 
study of the cases. 

H. W. B. 



The Law of Torts. By Melville Madison Bigelow. 
Eighth Edition. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1907. Pp. 
XXXV, 502. 

When a legal text book reaches its eighth edition it estab- 
lishes a claim to favorable recognition. This recognition may 
be due to its success as a treatise of particular utility, or to 
its adequacy as a thorough and comprehensive discussion of 
underlying principles. Bigelow on Torts is entitled, we be- 
lieve, to recognition on both grounds, and particularly in this 



